History Beneath Your Feet; Mosley Common Colliery Andrea Taziker
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As I am watching the fields of Mosley Common disappear beneath new estates and tarmac  roads I am constantly peering over wire mesh fences to see if anything historical has surfaced.  In walking near to Garret Hall I noticed a lovely drain built at the end of the mill leat where it goes underneath the farm road and as they are building up the flood defences at the site opposite the church I think maybe a few bricks and foundation of the original mill building of 1859 are peeping out. 
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As I have been on my walks however it is the story of the coal mining that once dominated the area that is the least reflected in what is left on the surface.  Whilst we  are confined in our own homes I thought that a little local history would be interesting thus I am starting with Mosley Common Colliery.
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The 1894 6inch Ordnance Survey Map of Mosley Common

The coal layers underneath Mosley Common have been exploited since at least the 16th century when the area where the colliery would stand 200 years later was known as Black Acre, probably due to the shallow bell pit workings and the waste tips they left behind. 
In the next century the industry greatly expanded with the opening of the deeper seams at Worsley owned by the Egertons.  Increasing demand for coal from the growing city of Manchester required more efficient means of production and transportation. In response, Francis Egerton, the 3rd Duke of Bridgewater, the famous Canal Duke, commissioned the building of the Bridgewater Canal from Booth's Bank to Worsley, and on to Manchester. The Canal Act was passed in 1759, and the canal into Manchester was working by 1765.  Thus the demand for coal from this area greatly incresed.
In 1810 Mosley Common became part of the manor of the First Earl of Ellesmere, the Egerton family, and was managed by Richard Bradshaw.  It was probably acquired to get at the coal beneath the land and as the century progressed the mines got larger and deeper.

The first shafts of Mosley Common Colliery were sunk in 1860 to a depth of 590 yards by the landowner, the Earl of Ellesmere.  The new mine was producing coal by 1862 from the Rams seam and had a Cornish Beam Engine to pump out the water from the mine.  In 1864 the railway was opened and provided a quick and cheap method of transporting the coal to markets.  The colliery gradually increased in size as the century progressed with number 3, 4 and 5 shafts being sunk in the 1870’s.  
In 1881 miners from Mosley Common were involved in a Lancashire wide strike for the right to join in a national insurance scheme rather then the local ones.  7000 miners marched from Leigh to Tyldesley to picket the pit and the protest was only ended when the local Hussar (Army) regiment was called out!  The first fan appears to have been installed in 1886 for ventilation underground, these were gradually replaced by more modern fans but one of the engines during its career burst its flywheel which tore through the roof of the engine house and buried itself in the nearby embankment of the railway line!
By 1915 there were 3 shafts with a number of pit ponies being worked underground, the workforce being about 2000 strong. A very fine chimney was built in 1916, 225ft high.








In 1928 Manchester Collieries Ltd took over the failing colliery and introduced a number of modernisations to make it into the central colliery in the area.  Although the colliery was a large producer of coal the results obtained never seemed to justify the investment both in cash and effort. Manchester Collieries found that the colliery had been worked in an unscientific manner, keeping up production having been given priority over proper forward planning. Ventilation was abysmal with only 15-20% of air in circulation reaching the coal faces. Improvements included the building of an early example in the locality of Pit Head Baths opened in 1933 and according to the Journal commenting on their opening on March 31st they were ‘the largest and best equipped on the country’. A canteen was also provided that year.
After Vesting Day in 1947, when all coal mines where brought into national ownership, the colliery underwent further modernisations under the NCB, the aim was to produce a ‘super pit’.  The colliery was then employing nearly 3000 people and producing 3000 tons of coal a day from the Brassey, Crombouke and Plodder seams.  A new Powerhouse was built to replace all the steam engines that had formally run the pit.




 In 1952 Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh visited to see the improvements.  By 1960 the colliery was producing nearly 1 million tons of coal a year.



To everyone’s total surprise this model pit was closed soon after this in February 1968 due to a variety of factors including ‘heavy financial loses’ and bad working relations, although the coal seams underground were not exhausted, there being an estimated 270 million tons of coal left underground.  This caused much bitterness and hardship in the area.  The colliery site was finally cleared between 1972 and 1974 when the chimney was felled.



There is very little left to see now of the coalmining history of our village.  There is the wonderful pit wheel and wooden miner on the green, make sure you see them when you can!


Housing estates cover where the buildings and shafts of the coal mines stood above ground but underneath your feet are the remains of miles and miles of tunnels, some cut by hand and some by machines, but this is where thousands of pitmen worked in extremely dangerous conditions to power the factories and homes of our country.  When you walk around Mosley Common on the roads called Eden Vale, Arkholme, Hindburn Drive....once here was a coalmine that employed 3000 men and 450 years ago when Queen Elizabeth I ruled where bell pits, holes in the ground,  dug in the Black Acre.   And if you go for a drink in the Woodside, you are actually eating in what was the Mine Managers house and the terraced houses around Mosley Common that were built in the Victorian and Edwardian period would have had coal miners working in them as would the council house estate built in the 1930's.  History is all around us we just need to look.
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Guided busway - the old railway line





Ellenbrook Chapel





Where Ellenbrook Cooperative is now





What used to be the Yew Tree Public House
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Guided busway - the old railway line








St John's Church





St John's School





Ariel view of the colliery site in 1956 when it was at its peak
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Guided Busway now then the railway line





Brickworks to north of the railway line now the Guided Busway - if you walk through here look at what you are walking on....crushed bricks!





All of the area once covered by the pit is now housing and the big hill!





Number 4 shaft.  The small building in the fore ground would have held the winding engine.  The tower covered the winding gear that lifted the 'cages' with men and coal from the pit bottom.





The washery were the coal was washed and all the dirt and rock removed





Underground at Mosley Common Pit
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This is a short clip of the visit.





The colliery  site being cleared in the 1970's
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The Woodside built as the mine mangers house.
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Whit Walking Day, but look in the background?








